
School Conferences Educate Youth on the Importance of Forest Conservation
Every year, OCP educators organize conferences in secondary and high schools, involving local 
administration and school leaders in the preparation of material for these sessions, focused primarily 
on forest conservation. Current sessions included nearly 5,000 students in 35 secondary schools 
around the Reserve, and were organized in an open forum consisting of interactive questions.

During these sessions, students speak about what they know about tropical forests, especially the Ituri 
forest, and describe different threats, including mining, slash and burn agriculture, poaching and 
bushmeat trade. Students and educators discuss signs of climate change they observe such as higher 
temperatures, a decrease in crop production, unstable seasons and drying up of water sources. The role 
communities can play in mitigating forest loss and climate change is debated. OCP educators outline 
specific forest protection measures such as sustainable agriculture and tree planting in which the 
students can participate with their parents. In all schools, the OCP team realized that the topics were 
so interesting to the many students participating that it became clear two hours of sessions, including 
discussions, were not sufficient time. Students wanted to continue their discussions and requested 
that plenary conferences be organized in the near future in Mambasa, Wamba and Mungbere towns 
for any volunteer participants.

Basic Supplies Distributed to Local Clinic
As a response to community needs, OCP committed to purchase and transport much needed 
sanitation supplies to health clinics inside the Okapi Wildlife Reserve. Funds provided by donors 
in the US supported the purchase, transport and distribution of mattresses, chairs, office supplies, 
blankets, hoes and other necessary items for 14 health centers situated in the Reserve. These centers 
provide health care to approximately 20,000 patients every year in the region.

Providing materials for health clinics, along with our other assorted community programs, is very 
reassuring to the people living in this region of the Congo. OCP staff has observed a shift in attitude 
towards a wider acceptance of conservation actions during these past challenging months.
As people living in and around the Okapi Wildlife Reserve receive this needed assistance, they can 
observe a tangible connection between support for wildlife conservation, and the quality of life for 
their communities.

Local Committees Reconfirm Their Commitment to Conservation
Meetings with local committees took place in 11 communities, represented by 110 members in and 
around the Reserve. The committees reconfirmed their commitment to conservation efforts in the 
region and discussed ways that they can increase understanding and effectiveness in the communities 
of the Reserve. These committees have been an important link in the chain of understanding which 
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is needed as we support ICCN in their vital work of wildlife and forest protection in the Okapi 
Wildlife Reserve. With the insecurity of the past two years, caused by the presence of armed militia 
and poachers in the Reserve, irregular meetings had become the norm. More frequent meetings and 
dialogue are scheduled for the coming months.

ICCN Office Inaugural Ceremony
An inaugural ceremony of the ICCN administration office, built by OCP, with support from US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, was held in March. Following the dedication of the new building, a tour was 
offered to view the offices inside. Visitors were impressed with the quality of the furnishings, the 
ceiling design, as well as the new metallic doors, well framed windows and clean white paint on the 
walls. So appealing was the setting that many guests posed for souvenir photos. Along with tours, 
guests dined on plates piled high with tasty food.

It was good for all present to forget, at least for this day, the many challenges of the past two years 
and participate in this special ceremony celebrating the rebuilding of the Reserve Headquarters and a 
reaffirmation of ICCN’s operational presence in Epulu.

A Helping Hand
In Niania, OCP distributes clothes for newborns in clinics, through its education and community 
assistance staff. When OCP educators were working in a remote village between Nduye and Mungbere 
they noticed children with torn clothes, prompting them to respond by distributing needed clothing 
in that community. Currently assistance is being provided in the care of OCP’s night watchman 
Kaposo’s child, seen in this photo, whose mother died a few weeks after giving birth. He has been able 
to continue working thanks to the special support he receives from OCP.


